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It has been a term full of rich and memorable learning experiences across the
school. From exciting visits by the Fire and Rescue Service to engaging

activities during World Book Day and Careers Week, our pupils have
embraced every opportunity with enthusiasm, curiosity, and pride. It has

been a pleasure to see such a wide range of hands-on learning taking place,
supporting the development of confidence, independence, and a deeper

understanding of the world around them.
 

Across all classes, there has been a strong focus on creativity,
communication, and life skills. Whether through planting and exploring

growth inspired by texts such as Jasper’s Beanstalk, developing
independence through cooking activities, or taking part in community visits

and immersive experiences, our pupils continue to impress us every day.
 

We are also incredibly grateful for the strong partnerships we share with our
families. Events such as our coffee mornings, parents’ evening, and the
Easter craft afternoon have provided wonderful opportunities to come

together, share experiences, and celebrate the children’s achievements. It is
always a pleasure to welcome you into school and see our community

working so closely together.
 

As we look ahead to the Summer Term, we are excited for the many
opportunities and events to come. We look forward to continuing to work in
partnership with you and to welcoming you into school for future activities.

 

On behalf of everyone at the school, I would like to wish you all a happy and
restful Easter break.

 

Jade Soler Alcaraz
Headteacher 



Rabbit ClassRabbit ClassRabbit Class
This spring term has been full of exciting WOW learning experiences for the

children, and we wanted to share some of the highlights with you.

One of the most memorable visits was from our local Fire and Rescue
Service. The children had a fantastic time learning about the important work
firefighters do to keep our community safe. They were able to try on real fire
and rescue helmets and even climb into the fire truck, which created lots of

excitement as we explored how firefighters help people in emergencies.

We also had a brilliant time celebrating World Book Day. The children spent
the day taking part in a variety of activities inspired by the story ‘Super
Potato’. They enjoyed storytelling, creative tasks, and sensory activities
linked to both the characters and the adventures from the book. It was

wonderful to see their enthusiasm for reading and their imaginative ideas.

During Careers Week, the children explored different jobs, and the skills
people use in their roles. They especially enjoyed learning about being

gardeners and photographers. The children planted their own beans, and we
used some different tools to show how gardeners look after plants and help

things to grow, we also explored how photographers capture special
moments and tell stories through pictures.

These experiences have helped the children develop their curiosity,
confidence, and understanding of the world around them. We are very proud
of how engaged and enthusiastic they have been during all these activities.

Our favourite experience was having  all of you join us for our fun filled Easter
afternoon!



Hedgehog ClassHedgehog ClassHedgehog Class
We have had such a great time in Hedgehog Class this term.

In the last half term, we have especially enjoyed reading ‘The Gruffalo’;
exploring all of the different animals. We were very active as we learned to

move in different ways balancing, jumping and rolling were our favourite! We
also looked at parts of our bodies as we joined in with action songs. We

ended the half term with our very own Winter Olympics where we had a go at
curling, sledging and hockey; everyone had great fun! 

This half term we have been planting, digging, watering and raking as we
follow Jasper in our class book ‘Jasper’s beanstalk’. We have loved getting

messy whilst planting and enjoyed watching our plants grow. 

We had a lovely time when visitors came to give us a fantastic sensory
musical experience. We really liked the lights and the comfy bean bags! We

have also  really enjoyed learning how to take Selfies!



Eagle ClassEagle ClassEagle Class
Eagle class have been working hard this term. Our class book last half term
was The Gruffalo, and we enjoyed lots of opportunities to be creative, role-

playing parts of the story and using natural resources in our artwork. 
This half term, we are reading ‘Jasper’s Beanstalk’ which has inspired us to do
lots of digging and planting in school. We have got cress seeds growing in the

classroom which we can hopefully share with you soon!
In Independence, we have been working on using knives to spread different

things onto toast or crackers. We’ve got a bit messy, but it’s been great to see
the children trying the activities more confidently. 

We had extra PE sessions with specialist PE instructors from Active Fusion
last half term. We practised balancing and jumping safely off equipment.

During one of our sessions, we tried out different activities themed around
the Winter Olympics, including curling and tobogganing! 

As part of our RSHE lessons on ‘people who help us’, we enjoyed a visit from
the Fire Brigade. The children loved getting to sit in the fire engine and

getting to hold the fire hose. 

We really enjoyed Sound Play coming into school for an immersive music
session. They brought lots of interesting instruments for the children to

explore and created a relaxing environment with giant beanbags and sensory
light projectors. 



Frog ClassFrog ClassFrog Class
What a wonderfully busy and exciting term we have had! The children have

taken part in a wide range of hands‑on learning experiences that have
supported their curiosity, imagination, and growing independence. We are

delighted to share some of our favourite moments with you.

One of the biggest highlights was our fantastic visit from the Fire and Rescue
Service. The children were thrilled to see a real fire engine and explore the

equipment. 
This term we have focused on two wonderful books: “The Gruffalo” and

“Jasper’s Beanstalk.” The children have explored characters, settings, and
story sequences through sensory trays, role‑play, mark‑making, and outdoor

learning. “Jasper’s Beanstalk” also inspired some lovely early planting
activities, helping the children understand growth and change.

World Book Day, 5  March, was filled with colour and creativity. The children
loved dressing up, sharing stories, and exploring themed activities linked to

their favourite books.

th

Careers Week gave us the chance to explore different jobs. The children tried
being chefs, preparing simple foods; gardeners, planting seeds;

photographers, taking pictures using classroom devices; and musicians! Their
enthusiasm made the week a wonderful success.

We are very excited for our Easter Craft Afternoon on 25th March. We look
forward to welcoming you for a fun and creative session.



Caterpillar ClassCaterpillar ClassCaterpillar Class
We have had a super busy and exciting term.

Inspired by our focus book, ‘Jaspers Beanstalk’, we have been exploring
planting, we have linked this to our science lessons and created some

fabulous instructions on how to plant seeds in English. The children have
really enjoyed planting beans and cress. We have  been taking photos of our
bean plants every week to see how much they have grown. They are getting

so big! 

In Independence this term, we have been practising our cooking skills
focusing on spreading and chopping. We have really enjoyed making some

delicious sandwiches and chopping soft fruits like strawberries and Kiwi. Our
favourite part was getting to eat what we had made. 

This term, we have been very lucky to have had some fantastic experiences
including a brilliant but noisy visit from the local fire brigade and their fire

engine. We loved trying on the helmets and looking at the different
equipment the firemen use. Some of us got to hear the siren and see the

lights too. We also had a brilliant time at the sensory music  experience in the
hall when Sound Play came to visit. 



Beaver ClassBeaver ClassBeaver Class
This term in beaver class we have been practising sharing and waiting our

turn. We are getting very good! 

In science this term we have been labelling  the different body parts of
humans and animals. We were amazing at labelling parts of animals

especially parts we don’t have ourselves. We were even able to group
animals together to say which ones lived in the sea and on a farm.

We have also really enjoyed our topic of ‘people who help us.’ We have had
some amazing visits from the Police and the local fire brigade. One of our

highlights of the visits was being to sit in both the fire engine and the police
car. We had a wonderful time when they allowed us to dress up in some of

their uniform and we got to hold the fire hose.  

This term we have been learning all about the Winter Olympics. We even
participated in our own. We tried skeleton bobsleigh, ice hockey, and curling

we even made and designed our own medals. 



Fox ClassFox ClassFox Class
This term, Fox Class has enjoyed learning about the Chinese New Year-

listening to stories about the celebration, The Year of the Horse, making
decorations for the occasion and tasting foods associated with the

celebration.

 In Independence, the class have explored the meaning of words that they
need to understand to keep safe by following instructions and moving

around the school safely following these words.

In Science, Fox class have explored sound, how it travels and what effects its
volume whilst in RSHE and Computing, the children have explored Internet

Safety stories with the message to “stop” and “tell” an adult, asking for
“help” if they see something they do not like. The children have amazing

listening skills and have followed instructions brilliantly.
 

The school also enjoyed a visit from the Fire Brigade and explored the
vehicles and equipment they use.

Well done, Fox Class!



Mole ClassMole ClassMole Class
We have had a very busy time in Mole class this term. 

Firstly, our class topic was Animals, and our class text was a beautifully
written and illustrated book called ‘Can’t you sleep’.

Our children loved this text and were able to use the recount skills that they
have learned throughout the text to recount our visit to the cinema last term.

We practised writing in the first person and using time words such as ‘first’,
‘then’ ‘next’ and ‘finally’.

Sound was the next topic we covered in science. We explored how sound
travels and we did some fabulous experiments – our favourite was making a

telephone using plastic cups to show how sound travels down the string.

Our next topic was Famous Faces, and the class text was ‘Ticket to
Kalamazoo’ – a lovely and quirky book full of zippy poems to read out aloud.

We used this to begin our English theme – to write a poem. We began by
looking at alliteration and did amazingly well as we thought of lots of

examples of adjectives to describe vehicles from the poem.

 During this term we were also able to celebrate World Book Day. The
children were brilliant – we dressed up and spent the day completing some
super reading challenges and classroom activities. We loved our visit to the

hall where could choose a large book and a bean bag to read together.



Seal ClassSeal ClassSeal Class
 This term has been so busy in Seal class, and we have all being working hard.
We have worked really hard on our concentration skills, and we have listened

well in whole class teaching and when working 1:1 with an adult.
 

This term in literacy we wrote a recount about our experience in the tent. We
worked on putting events in order and writing in first person. We then moved
onto our second book called ‘Ticket to Kalamazoo’ where we have looked at
alliterations. We had such fun learning about our new vocabulary and have
practised our writing skills a lot. Some children even went to Mole class to

read out their work. 

In number, we have started working on counting in 10s, we have sung songs
and practised making tens. We have continued practising adding and

subtracting numbers up to 20. We have also looked at length, weight and
capacity. We have experimented in seeing which container holds the most

liquid, which item is the longest and shortest and which item is the heaviest
and lightest.

 

In science this term we started out by looking at different sound sources. We
had a hunt around school looking at different sources and looked at sound

vibrations. We have also done some work on electricity, looking at what
objects use electricity and the dangers of it. 

In other areas of the curriculum, we have practised team games in PE and
Netball. In RHSE we looked at the Chinese New Year and tried lots of Chinese

food. and in Careers we have looked at the role of a zookeeper and how to
care for animals. In art we have looked at the artist Kandansky and have

practiced replicating some of his circle work. We made some really colourful
beautiful pictures. 



Squirrel ClassSquirrel ClassSquirrel Class
We have had a very busy term in Squirrel Class.

In English we have really enjoyed listening to our class story ‘Can’t You Sleep
Little Bear?’. We have matched symbols and words to pictures from the book
to support our learning and we have used some brilliant props to retell and

sequence the story. We have continued to develop our fine motor skills
throughout this term by tracing over patterns and writing letters. We have

also looked at the poem ‘A Ticket to Kalamazoo’. We matched key words to the
poem and have begun to look at alliteration.

In maths we have been practising adding and subtracting numbers to 20. We
have looked at money, matching and recognising coins. We have also looked
at length, weight and capacity. We have investigated which container holds

the most, which object was the longest, shortest, heaviest and lightest. 
During Science Week we completed some exciting investigations including

making a ‘volcano’ erupt. 

In art we have looked at the artist Kandinsky and have had a go at replicating
some of his work using different textures and colours.

In PE we practised team games and in life skills we have learned about
Chinese New Year. We even tried some yummy Chinese food. In Careers we

have looked at the role of Zookeeper and how to care for animals. 

We especially enjoyed having Rosie from Darts in for our music lessons. We
have played lots of different instruments, and we have done some great

listening.



Owl ClassOwl ClassOwl Class
We have had an amazing term in Owl Class. 

In English sessions we looked at the story ‘Can’t You Sleep Little Bear?’ –
where we enjoyed exploring a “dark cave” and using lights to light up the dark
cave! We remembered what we had read in the story and were able to write

and tell grown-ups what had happened. 

In math's we have done a lot more adding and taking away of amounts and
we also started to measure things using cubes and hands! 

We enjoyed celebrating the ‘Year of the Horse’ as part of the Lunar New Year!
We made different things and we also tasted some Chinese food! We all had a

go using chopsticks! 

In music we created different sounds by tapping, clapping and beating and
we also had great music sessions with Rosie from DARTS. She brought in

some special instruments that she let us play – including a guitar and electric
organ! We had a good time using a microphone to make our voices sound like

robots! 

We also enjoyed world book day, we especially enjoyed dressing up! We went
on a hunt around school to find different characters from stories including

Mary Poppins! 

We also enjoyed a special visit from the Fire Brigade! 



Deer ClassDeer ClassDeer Class
Deer Class have had an amazing spring term!

 

All of Deer Class have shown real enjoyment exploring different job roles and
careers, we have loved learning how people in different roles can help us. We

especially enjoyed being able to go into the fire engine and try on some of
their equipment. 

During this term we have really enjoyed completing a variety of artwork
related to our English class stories. We have especially enjoyed working

together using different materials. We have utilised our fine and gross motor
skills and worked extremely well as a team to make our own big penguin

linking to our class story Penguin Huddle. 

In Maths we have been looking at a variety of different areas including money,
time, number and temperature. We have really enjoyed role-playing, going to
a shop, and using the correct money to buy different items that we would like
to enjoy. We have also enjoyed looking at numbers in different ways, as well

as exploring hot and cold using hot water bottles and ice cubes.  

We have continued to develop our independence skills during our cooking
lessons, where we have explored healthy and unhealthy foods and different

meals, we can make that contain healthy ingredients using a variety of
kitchen appliances. 

We definitely enjoyed eating what we had made afterwards.



Otter ClassOtter ClassOtter Class
Fantastic engagement on our trip to Magna! We explored how light creates

shadows using torches and different objects, and showed great curiosity while
discovering the Air, Fire, Water and Earth zones. The fire tornado was a

highlight! Well done Otter class for your enthusiasm, excellent learning and
great behaviour.

English 
During the last half term, pupils used adjectives to

describe characters from our class book ‘The Penguin
Huddle’. They also explored a range of sensory trays

which supported them in acting out and experiencing the
story in a hands-on way.

This half term our class book has been ‘The Owl Who Was
Afraid of the Dark’. Pupils have been learning about the

different characters in the story, exploring what they are
and how they live.

Maths 
During this term we have been learning

about halves and quarters where we
were using shapes and numbers. We

have been completing word problems
that involve addition and subtraction.

In the last few weeks we have been
extending our understanding on time,

o’clock, half past and we are just
moving onto quarter past and quarter

to the hour. 

This term in PE, pupils have been developing important skills through invasion
games. These activities help improve movement, coordination, spatial

awareness and confidence. Pupils have also been practising turn-taking,
following rules and responding to others. This half term we will focus on net

and ball skills, including balancing objects on rackets while moving around the
hall and hitting different sized balls with a bat towards a target.

In Independence, pupils have been learning how to cross the road safely and
how to use zebra and pelican crossings. Pupils have also been learning about

the seasons and what to wear in different weather. They are developing
confidence when playing games with others and learning about healthy eating,

including exploring food with their senses to encourage positive and calm
mealtimes.



English
In English, our class text was ‘Penguin Huddle’. We had lots of fun exploring ice
sensory trays and learning new vocabulary linked to the story. We also learned

about adjectives and how they can be used to add detail to our writing. The
children carefully chose adjectives to describe the different characters in the

story, helping to bring them to life with their words.

Math's
In Math's, we have been learning about time. We began by exploring the

difference between day and night and discussing our daily routines. After that,
we moved on to telling the time using analogue clocks. First, we made our own

clocks, carefully placing the numbers in the correct positions. We then
practised using them to tell the time to the hour and the half hour.

Magna Trip
We had a fantastic trip to Magna, where we took part in an engaging workshop
about Light and Dark that supported our science learning. After the workshop,
we had great fun exploring the different zones: Earth, Air, Fire, and Water. The

children’s behaviour throughout the day was exceptional, and we were
incredibly proud of how everyone represented the school.

Computing
In Computing, we have been learning about online safety. We focused on the
key message ‘Stop, Close, Tell’ (or ‘Stop and Tell’) to help pupils understand

what to do if something appears on the screen that makes them feel
uncomfortable or if they need help. The children talked about trusted adults

they could go to for support and discussed ways to stay safe when using
technology. This learning helped everyone understand how to use the internet

in a safe and responsible way.

Badger ClassBadger ClassBadger Class



Humber ClassHumber ClassHumber Class
Maths  

This term we have covered a lot in math's. We began by spending time
looking at money. We looked at the value of coins, how to pay for things and

how to calculate change. We even went out to shops to spend money
ourselves! We then moved on to multiplication, beginning to double numbers
before beginning to work on bigger numbers. We did the same with division –
starting with halving and then building on that. Moving on, we looked at time

through both clocks and by what events happen at what points of the day.

English 
In English, we focused on a heartwarming story called ‘Penguin Huddle’
about how people can come together to help overcome a problem. We

looked at the purpose of a blurb and wrote our own about the book;
persuading people to read it using rhetorical questions. We then looked at a
book called ‘The owl who was afraid of the dark’ as part of our light and dark

topic. We read the book and looked at vocabulary from it. We then
researched Barn owls and wrote a fact file about them using everything we

have learnt. 

Other curriculum areas  
In our wider curriculum we have particularly enjoyed our DofE and travel

training sessions where we have explored the wider community – the class
have branched out, taking the bus into town, going to a greater variety of

shops and places to eat; really growing in confidence! 

We used the computers to make music as well as looking at different career
paths that are possible during careers week. We have been on 2 trips – an

exciting trip to magna during science week to explore the different elements
alongside a light and dark workshop. We also visited a church as part of RE,

visiting a place that is special to Christians as part of looking at special
people and places. We have also been practising our basketball skills in PE,

and we have done some work in the community for DofE! 



Tower ClassTower ClassTower Class
What a fabulous Spring term we have had!

English
This term in English we have learned about a how narrative stories have a

problem and a solution, and when writing a blurb, the author wants to give
away clues about the problem but not the solution to make people want to

read the book. We are also writing an explanation text about Barn Owls, based
on the book ‘The owl who was afraid of the dark’. We have spent time exploring

the first chapter of the book as this gave us more description and owl facts,
before doing our own research and creating a fact sheet on owls. We focused

on the use of question marks this half term.
Maths

We have developed our number knowledge through developing our
multiplication and division knowledge, practicing counting in 2s 5s and 10s

and using repeated addition to solve problems. Some of us went on to using
the multiplication symbols and/or word problems using multiplication facts

using manipulatives to support. We then looked at division by sharing, knowing
each group had to be equal. We have also had some time to develop our

knowledge and skills with time, recognising events and activities we do at
different parts of the day before telling the time. We have consolidated the

days of the week and months of the year too.
Other curriculum areas

In our wider curriculum we have particularly enjoyed our Art sessions, using a
range of media to create an icy scene, considering textures and colours. We

also learned about collage and tracing to develop our skills when creating the
penguins. In Music sessions, we enjoyed making our own sound makers and

using the laptops to create our own music. In PE, we have enjoyed developing
our tennis skills and using our new playground to develop our basketball skills,

dribbling, dodging and shooting!



This term at The Bridge class we have been working really hard. We have
visited IKEA where we had a fantastic walk around the factory, we saw

automated machines that stacked shelves. We followed the health and
safety instructions and walked on the special footpath that went all the way

around the factory. There were people driving forklift trucks who hooted
their horns at us to let everyone know they were there. We have also taken
part in a Careers Week where we talked about different jobs and careers we

would like to do and practised some jobs skills in and around The Bridge. 

We have taken part in a Science Week; in this we conducted different
experiments and observed the effects. We created a volcano and slime; we

also took part in a balloon and milk experiment.
 

We are going Travel Training on a weekly basis where we get the opportunity
to visit different places in the community. These have included shopping

centres, cafés and restaurants where pupils are able to practise their
speaking and listening skills by communicating with people in the local
community as well as practising crossing the road safely. We are also

preparing for adulthood by becoming more independent when travelling and
asking for what we would like.

We are looking forward to our trip to the Arcade and meal out next week and
also the Easter Fayre at the end of term.

The Bridge ClassThe Bridge ClassThe Bridge Class



Attendance across school so far this year has been a challenge, with illness
playing a huge part in pupil absence. Despite the ongoing struggles we have
had a positive start to the year, and we are confident that, as per previous

years, as we approach the Summer Term and the weather improves, we will
continue to see attendance levels go from strength to strength.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your co-operation in
notifying the school office of illness and appointments and would ask that this

continues into the Summer Term.
Notifying the office ensures that operations run smoothly.

 

Our whole school attendance this term is currently 91.9%

With your support we are striving to build on this throughout the Summer
Term.

Regular school attendance is crucial in raising standards in education and
ensuring that every child can have full access to the school curriculum and

reach their potential.
 

North Ridge Community School strives to promote an ethos and culture which
encourages good attendance and where each pupil will feel valued and secure. 

 

Please be aware that we are unable to authorise any absences for family
holidays as per the government guidelines and school policy. Although we

understand your reasons, we cannot authorise any requests. 
 

As always, our door is always open.
If you have any concerns, or if there is any way we can offer support, please

don’t hesitate to ask.  



ParentParent
ParticipationParticipation

Parent
Participation

This term we held our first coffee morning so that parents and families could
get together to share experiences and support each other with useful

strategies.
These coffee mornings will continue throughout the year at different venues

to ensure all parents are able to assess easily.
Our sensory OT Liz held a very informative workshop on all aspects of

sensory needs. Families who attended were able to get a better
understanding of sensory signals, what the signals mean and how children
process information. Families were also able to look at different equipment
that help children regulate their sensory need and again support each other

with ideas and signposts to useful information

We recently held our Spring term Parents evening. Parents evening is always a
great opportunity for us to catch up with our families and to allow you gain a
valuable insight into your child's learning. This year we were very lucky to be
joined by Kate from Well Doncaster. Kate was able to provide information to

our families about the BeWell Health Coaching Service and Adult Peer Support
Groups available in Doncaster and the surrounding area. 

The feedback from parents evening overall was positive and we hope to see
more of you at the next one.  



ParentParent
ParticipationParticipation

Parent
Participation

We would like to take the opportunity to say a big thank you for all of your
donations towards our Red Nose Day celebrations.

 

With your help we raised a fantastic £79.45 for the charity. 

Pupils looked amazing and we had everything from red hats to red socks. We
had a great day learning about the charity and the work they do. 

Our Easter Craft afternoon was, as always, a great
success. It is always lovely to see so many of you join us

in the classroom. All of the classrooms were a hive of
activity, fun and laughter. We thoroughly enjoyed the

event, and we hope you did too. 

With your help we raised an amazing £322.55 which will
be put into school funds. 

Thank you for your continued support.

Please keep an eye out in the summer term for our events calendar. We will
share information of future events and activities on Seesaw and the school

website. 

We look forward to you joining us in the Summer Term. 

We would also like to take the opportunity to
congratulate our Makaton Choir on their recent visit to
the Don Valley Music Festival at St Jude's church. We
had 25 pupils visit the event this year, each and every

one of them were amazing. The behaviour they
displayed and the commitment that they showed to the

event was impeccable. 

A huge thank you to our parents who also attended the
event, thank you for your support. 
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