December 2020

Dear Parents and Carers,

Thank you all for your continued support during this
term.

We have been really busy with our ‘Mini Enterprise’ project, making and
painting garden ornaments. We have already completed and sold two of the
items we put on sale. Everyone is very pleased with the success of the
project so far.
We would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

A message from our Head of School
We have come to the end of a very busy term and I’m sure the pupils are
ready for a well earned rest. We have all made it through safely and I hope
you can now begin to enjoy the season with your family. I have thoroughly
enjoyed reading the class pages and they clearly show the fun and
enjoyment pupils have had in the week leading up to the Christmas holidays.
I’d like to thank the class teachers and team for all their hard work in
making this time so special for the pupils.
It has been an absolute pleasure getting to know the school community this
term albeit virtually in many cases and I really look forward to seeing more
of you next year.
2021 should bring hope to us all as we remember the hard year this has
been for so many and look forward to pastures new.
I hope you all have a happy time together this Christmas and please
remember to keep yourself and each other safe.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Anita

I would also like you to join me in thanking everyone,
in school, for their dedication and hard work this
term. It’s been a term like no other. Everyone has
worked so hard to ensure the pupils had a positive
start to the new school year as well as facilitating the
best ‘School Christmas’ possible.
This is where I start sounding like a stuck record as
I’ve said this so many times before…Despite the copious
amount of change that 2020 has brought ~ one thing
remains constant, ‘our’ wonderful children and young
people; they never cease to amaze me. The resilience so
many pupils have demonstrated this year is testament
to everything you do as parents and staff do in
school. Team work at its most finest.
I wish you all a very happy and safe Christmas.

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas!
Hedgehog Class have been super busy and working very hard to create
some beautiful Christmas crafts. We have also been learning our
Christmas concert song and dance!
We have been outside in the different weather
conditions and loved experiencing the snow!

We have covered lots of subjects and activities this half term. These
included sensory exploration, making hot snacks in our Life Skills lesson,
letter and number matching, ordering, counting and helping each other. We
have looked at Diwali, Sensory PE, Day, Date, the weather and how to use
equipment safely, to name just a few. We are so excited and would like to
wish our families a very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful Healthy New Year.

Fox Class have had a super time getting dressed up and performing for our
concert. We also enjoyed making our Christmas cards, although we did get
glitter everywhere! Merry Christmas Everyone!
Oak Class have been running our new Acorn Cafe in school for 7 weeks now.
It has been a roaring success with both staff and students buying items to
eat at break time. We have been using this opportunity for students to
learn and experience various work-based employability skills such as
communication, team work, problem solving, budgeting and health and
safety. We hope to expand the menu and open to Primary staff and
students in the new term.
Merry Christmas
and a very Happy New Year.

Here are some photos of the Christmas activities we have been taking part
in. Making decorations for our tree and designs for our ‘Banksy’ style wall
art. We wanted our class room to look a bit more festive. Also, here is our
'Merry Christmas’ picture and we are all really proud of it.

This half term Rabbit Class have been very creative and festive. We
have made and filmed a Christmas song "5 Mince Pies" which was great
fun. We really enjoyed making hats to wear when we were having our
Christmas dinner. Our favourite activity was decorating our gingerbread
men and making Christmas cards and calendars for our friends and
family. Wishing you all a Merry Christmas from Rabbit Class.

This half term Mole Class have really enjoyed exploring light and the
various religious celebrations where light is a special feature. We role
played the Christian Nativity and made our own Horde of Angels wall
display. We celebrated the Hindu celebration of Diwali by making lanterns
and having an atmospheric procession in our classroom.

We have had a busy and productive half term and things are (almost) back
to normal in class. Everyone has done some amazing work and should be as
proud of their own achievements as we are! One area the group has really
impressed us with is their independence and life skills. Everyone can now
safely prepare a variety of breakfast snacks, being able to identify what
they can make from a range of different ingredients. We have planted
vegetables and are looking forward to harvesting them to use in our cookery
lessons later in the academic year. It is safe to say everyone definitely
deserves this half term break after working so hard. We are looking forward to
seeing each other in January, so have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year !

Frog Class really enjoyed Christmas dinner this year. We loved seeing all the
decorations and pulling the crackers. The best bit was getting to wear the
hats we had made. We wish you all a ‘Happy Holiday’!

Beaver Class have been so busy after receiving a set of instructions from
Father Christmas, he even spoke to the students on a magic telephone that
Mr Atkins found one morning! There were lots of things to do on the list
such as making a Christmas cake, and decorating the Christmas tree by
sorting the baubles into different colours. Everyone wrote their own
Christmas list for Father Christmas which meant Mr Atkins had to find a
post box after work in the dark! Students had to find the lightest and the
heaviest sack and follow a list of instructions, weighing the magic oats to
make up the packs of reindeer food.

Owl Class have been busy writing different lists in their English lessons
and learning what each list is used for. Everyone has written their own list
to Santa and they are hoping he may write back to them. Our students
have looked at how different nationalities celebrate Christmas and the
reason why it is special to them. Everyone has loved the craft sessions,
making items for Christmas to bring home this week.

Squirrel Class have had a busy and enjoyable half term. Our theme has
been ‘Feed the World’ which we have linked to special celebrations. In our
food technology lessons we have made breakfast snacks and special
treats, one of them being pancakes for Hanukkah.
We have also done lots of PE and wellbeing activities. Squirrel Class love
dancing, yoga and playing outdoor games.
Finally, we would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year. We can’t wait for 2021!

