NEWSLETTER

A message from our Head of School
We have come to the end of another busy half term
and have learned so much along the way.
Above all pupils have shown great resilience during the
changes that are affecting us all through these difficult
times. Whether working in school or at home,
the level of commitment to continued
hard work and improving, despite these times, has
been phenomenal.
I have thoroughly enjoyed reading the class pages on the
website and seeing the fun and enjoyment through their
learning this term, from building snow creatures to planting
seeds. Well done to all pupils who have received either a
Star of the Week, Headteachers Award or Worth a
Mention. Keep up the hard work.
If you are requiring support, please contact our Pastoral
Manager who will be able to sign post you in the right
direction or simply join us for a virtual coffee morning where
you will have the opportunity to network with other
parents. Spring is just around the corner and with that
comes renewed hope, longer days and warmer weather.
Finally, I'd like to thank you all for your continued
support to school and I'm sure you will
join me in thanking all the Teachers and Support staff who
have worked tirelessly to provide all pupils with the best
teaching and learning offer during these
unprecedented times.
Have a restful and safe half term break and I look
forward to welcoming pupils back on
Tuesday 23rd February.'

Anita Denman
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Dear Parents and Carers,

Once again I find myself saying, “Never have I known a half term quite like
this.” Though I remain hopeful we are a step nearer to some form of normality.
When I reflect on each half term I always remain steadfast that a constant in the
ever changing world is ‘our’ amazing children and young people. However, this
half term it seems so much more:
~Leaders continue to lead in the most unusual circumstances – ensuring the quality
of education is still to the highest standard
~Teachers have become adept at providing a remote learning offer – as well as
maintaining their teaching and learning responsibilities in school
~Support staff have constantly moulded and adapted - to meet the ever changing
needs of the school and its children and young people
~You, as parents and carers, have supported the remote learning offer or supported
your child in attending school; as relevant to your circumstances
~And last, but by no means least, it’s back to the children and young people who
simply ‘get on with whatever comes their way’
I’m grateful to each and every one of you and wish you a restful half term.

Hedgehog Class
Hedgehog Class have been working so hard this half
term, whether the pupils have been in school or
learning at home! We have been focusing on two
books; ‘Handa’s Surprise’ and ‘The Very Hungry
Caterpillar’, as our topic has been
‘The Growing World’. We have been sharing these
stories with our home learners via Teams. We have
also created a beautiful display for
our classroom!

Post 16 Class
This half term students have been learning about types
of measuring, using a variety of scales to measure weight,
rulers and metre sticks to measure length and height.
We learnt how to measure capacity
and volume. In English, students have
been practising their use of verbs and
writing in different tenses. They have
also learnt how to write a recount and
about their weekend news. We have
learnt about the
human life cycle and
produced some excellent
work using the computers
to research and design
information leaflets. We
have started our Acorn
Cafe again and pupils have
used a variety of skills to
help prepare the takeout
orders for staff. Our remote
learners have been working hard too and sending
in lots of pictures of what they have been
completing at home.

Otter Class & Badger Class
The Badgers and Otters have worked together really
well this half term. We have been using the story of
‘Jack and the Beanstalk ‘to practice a range of skills,
forming letters correctly and using adjectives in written
work. The two classes have built up a healthy
competitive streak! In Basketball the students have
worked on their passing, marking and shooting skills,
finding space to help their team mates. In our morning
lessons each class has joined in with online bingo, and
it's been a great opportunity to see how the students
who are at home are getting on. Ellie and Teah have had
some fortunate winning streaks for Badger Class,
whereas Oliver has been the one to watch for Otters.
Macy, Emily, Cody and Jake have regularly joined in with
our bingo, sessions with Emily regularly beating her mum
to the winning call!
In cookery, they have continued to work on making hot
snacks independently, and we're almost ready to submit
our entry to the Michelin Guide for a North Ridge
'beans on toast' restaurant!!

How would you feel about joining us for a cuppa and a chat with a
virtual coffee morning? Share your lockdown experiences with
virtual company – get support from likeminded parents and
carers, school and school nurses.
We acknowledge that even if your child is in school, this can be a
lonely time for parents and carers,
Allow us to support you in the best way possible during these
difficult times. Please let me know via a text message if you
would like to join us with a preferred day and time (if you have
one) and we will arrange this for you as soon as possible.
Cass Heyes - 07494 415216
Pastoral Manager

Fox Class
This half term our topic has also been
‘The Growing World’.
We have been making some animal prints and
cutting and sticking animals shapes.
We have been doing some careful colouring in to make
beautiful flower pictures. We have also
enjoyed reading the book ‘Handa’s Surprise’ and we
really enjoyed the story of the
‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar ‘.

Frog Class

Beaver Class & Owl Class

Frog Class have had a great half term. We have all been
in school and have been focusing on our routine and
engaging in our learning. We are really enjoying
trying lots of new activities. We have enjoyed baking,
outdoor learning, arts and crafts, P.E, music and much
more!! We can’t wait for another fun filled half term.

Beaver Class and Owl Class have had a fantastic term.
Some have been at school and some of us have been
doing our learning at home!
Our story has been Jack and the Beanstalk – Noah’s
favourite part was the magic beanstalk growing! We
pretended to be the characters from the story!
Mckenzie enjoyed being mum and shouting “get to bed
Jack!” Ronan was the Giant shouting
“Fee – fi – foe – fum”. We planted magic beans and
thought about the best place for them to grow! Was it
the window? Fridge? Or dark cupboard? We found out
they grow best on the window as plants need light! We
also made castles for the Giant, using boxes and
thought about what would be best to stick the boxes
together.

Deer Class

Caterpillar Class

Deer Class have been very busy some are at home and
some at school. We have done a mixture of home learning packs, joining in remote learning and class work.
Deer Class have been doing some lovely work this week,
matching, counting, phonics, PE and Art to name a few.
Pupils are learning about Chinese New Year. We are
making a collage of an Ox as it is the year of the Ox .
We have lots of fun taking part in exercise with Mr
Motivator every morning.

This half term in Caterpillar Class we have been doing
all things seed! This has been because our topic was
‘The Growing World’. All of the students have loved the
sensory story ‘The Tiny Seed’. They loved handling the
sunflower seeds, ice, fake snow, sand, water, hot water
bottles, bird feathers and then finally sniffing the
lovely flower that grows.
In baking we made green leaf cookies and iced some
flower shaped biscuits. In art we made hand-print
flowers and also 3D flowers for our display. We used
seeds in maths for scooping and measuring and finally
today have turned these seeds into birdfeed balls!

Squirrel Class
We have been very busy and a lot of our learning has
been inspired by the snowy weather and
‘What’s in the News?’
The pupils chose to make a snowman sculpture like the
ones they had been building in their gardens.
‘What’s in the News? - We have been playing
instruments and singing Sea Shanties like Nathan
Evans. We have also celebrated the Life of
Captain Sir Tom Moore.

Rabbit Class
Rabbit Class have been looking at the story of ‘Jack and
the Beanstalk’. We have planted our own beans and
watched them grow and we made our own beanstalk .
We have baked jam tarts and chocolate sponge. We
have started doing our daily mile every morning around
the playground. Some of our pupils have been working
really hard at home and we have been having our weekly
get together on Teams, we can all see each
other – which is great fun.

Mole Class
Mole Class have had a busy and exciting half term!
Everyone settled really well, I have enjoyed my first half
term with my new class. We have been learning about
‘Jack and the Beanstalk,’ pretending to be the
different characters from the story. We created our
own beanstalk which required excellent team work skills.
We had a go atTalk4Write to describe the Giant.
We even planted our very own beanstalk,
it was great to see our friends
at home joining
in on the fun!

