Spring Half Term 2022
We have come to the end of another fun packed term and IÕm sure you will agree
from the amazing story the newsletter tells, pupils at North Ridge enjoy school
and are happy. Our pupils learn best when teaching is fun and teachers and
support staff work tirelessly to ensure all pupils are engaged with their teaching
and learning. We like to celebrate achievements each and every day at North
Ridge with our class rewards and at the end of each school half term we have a
Headteacher Award. Teachers nominate pupils who have made excellent
progress and achievement and this half term certificates have been presented
to:
Codie in Hedgehog Class, Bunny in Rabbit Class, Riley and Isabelle in Eagle Class,
George in Seal Class, Cayden in Beaver Class, Tahreem in Fox Class, Isaac in Mole
Class, William in Squirrel Class, Mae in Otter Class, Adriana in Owl Class, Marek
in Deer Class, Lewis in Oak Class, Liam in Maple Class and finally Isabelle in The
Bridge Class. A huge well done and congratulations to you all for your great
achievements this term.
Good attendance is closely linked with pupils making good progress, we celebrate
excellent attendance each term and I am happy to share, 17 pupils have achieved
100% attendance for the spring term and received their certificates, well done
to you all!
It was lovely to see so many of you at our Easter Fayre this week. Upcoming
events for parents in April and May include a Coffee and Climb and a Phonics
workshop. There is still time to sign up, please contact Lynda McMaster for more
details.
The new Sensory playground is now complete and pupils have enjoyed exploring
and using this specially designed space. Photos are now on our website.
Our new school prospectus has now been commissioned and weÕve had a
professional photographer in for the day to capture the essence of North Ridge
School. The photos really have captured the community spirit at North Ridge and
we have some real superstars amongst us! The sun was shining too, a little different from the snow we have today! School look forward to sharing the online
version with you during the Summer Term.
Sadly we are say goodbye to James Cuddy in Rabbit Class and wish him every
success in his new role. We also welcome Esther Moran as Rabbit Class teacher
after Easter and look forward to offering her the North Ridge welcome!
IÕd like to finish by thanking the North Ridge Family, which includes all Pupils,
Parents, Staff and Governors for your support and contribution to school life. It
has been a privilege to be part of your journey and I wish you all the very best
for the future.
Have a well earned Easter break and stay safe.
Anita

Dear Parents and Carers,
How on Earth did we get to Easter and soon to be entering the
final term of this school year?!
As previously informed Anita leaves school on Friday 22nd
April. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Anita for
her unwavering commitment to school improvement during her
time at North Ridge. It has been an honour working alongside
her, as part of North RidgeÕs rapidly improving journey, and I
wish her every success in her new role.
As per my letter, IÕm delighted to welcome Jade to the role of
Acting Deputy Headteacher working alongside Sam and I;
ensuring capacity on the Senior Leadership Team – whilst Sue
Kenny steps into the role of Acting Tutor. The latter will
ensure consistency in terms of teaching for the young people
at The Bridge. Sue has also been voted onto the schoolÕs Local
Governing Body as staff governor.
Despite the staffing changes North Ridge remains a vibrant
learning community; this has certainly been enhanced by the
relaxation of the Covid restrictions. It was a pleasure seeing
many of you at the recent parentsÕ/carersÕ evening and your
ongoing support certainly helps make the school what it is
today.
I would like to wish you all a very happy Easter – hereÕs hoping
for the sunshine.

Hedgehog Class has had a
brilliant half term; the pupils
have loved learning about
different colours in relation to
this half terms topic: How many
colours in a rainbow?
We have been exploring colours
through painting, mark making,
cutting and sticking and singing
‘I can see a rainbowÕ.
This half term we have also
introduced and explored
unfamiliar stories, listened to
NoahÕs Ark and the Easter Story
as part of our Life curriculum.
Have a lovely Easter

Parents evening was a huge success we had over 47 parents/ carers that attended. It
was good to see so many new faces and old friends back in the building. Parents who
attended found the information given by external professionals very informative, the
feedback from those who attended included:
Great to be back
Nice to be in the building
Glad everything is back to
normal
Cannot wait for the next one
Great to meet my childÕs teacher
Thank you
Coffee and Climb
We are having a Coffee and Climb morning on Friday 22nd April from 10am. We already have 8 brave parents signed up and excited for the challenge. The climbing wall
is a firm favorite with all our pupils and it is amazing to see such determination when
they take part. Parents can either join in with their child or on their own (supported
of course by fully trained staff Tom and Sherry) If you are interested in attending,
please notify your class teacher via seesaw or contact the school
office.

Phonics coffee morning with Mel
Come along on Friday 6th May to learn about our new phonics scheme, Essential Letters
and Sounds. Take part in a phonics lesson, exploring different ways to engage your
child in early stages of reading and writing. This will enable you to support your childÕs
development in reading and writing. Continued support will be available and updated on
our website. Tea and coffee included. If you are interested in attending, please notify
your class teacher via seesaw or contact the school office

New Sensory Playground
We are so pleased to able to share with you some photos of the
newly designed sensory playground . The children have been having
much fun on the new equipment. A welcome addition to our curriculum
offer here at North Ridge.

Eagle Class have been
working hard this half term.
We have been looking at
light sources
and switches
and enjoyed
time in the sensory room. We have been
finding items that are the
same in the forest school
area. In P.E. we have been
completing circuits seeing if
we could sequence the
movements on our own. In
math's we have been emptying and filling containers
and working on the concept of
‘emptyÕ and ‘fullÕ. We have also
a fantastic new playground
that we have been exploring.
In Life Skills we have been
enjoying making different sandwiches.

This half term in our topic was “How many colours in a
rainbow” and our story this half term was ‘Elmer and
the RainbowÕ which the pupils have enjoyed. We have
been learning the colours of the rainbow and have made
our very Elmer the Elephant. We have been working
hard on our phonics daily. In mathÕs we have done some
excellent work in using and
applying doing some shop role play
and exchanging items for money.
In English we have been working on
our pencil control doing various
activities. In independence we
have been practicing our cutting
and chopping skills. We are looking
at fresh and tinned food, we have also
made jam tarts and buns. In music the
pupils have been independently selecting
instruments they want to play and
following stop and start instructions. In
PE the pupils have explored travelling in
different ways on the floor and on
equipment as well. In outdoor learning
pupils have really enjoyed
using trowels to dig and plant seeds.
Have a lovely
half term
Rabbit Team

This half term has had a real focus on preparing for
adulthood. Students have completed their first
section of the work placement carousel with
Cambeth Community Project and have now
experienced 2 different job roles within the
organisation. We have received positive feedback
from the manager and are really proud how hard
each and every student has worked.
For careers week we went to the OD Live Careers
Fair at the Racecourse. Pupils were able to see
first-hand and experience what their next steps
might look like and what courses/opportunities
were on offer. Students spoke to and interacted
with various businesses and FE colleges. On the
14th March we had a visit from Landmarks/
Wayfinder to discuss Post 19 courses and
internships. We then visited the Landmarks
College to explore the setting and look at the
various opportunities they have on offer. This
includes a working farm, music suite and a
pub. Students loved the experience and some
have already identified it as a place they would
like to study at when leaving North Ridge.
As part of the travel training programme students
have been preparing for a journey by identifying an
area and planning a route. This has involved
travelling by bus and navigating around the town
center and working out journey times. We have
run a pop-up cafe back at North Ridge to raise
funds for the upcoming residential and camping
trips. Students planned a menu and took orders from staff around
school. They then prepared various breakfast items and delivered them
around school. We have enjoyed using the new climbing wall for the first
time and aim to have another session next half term.

In Maple class this half term our topic has been personal
care and presentations. We have looked at the routines we
follow throughout the day in personal care. In careers we
explored our own presentation
and the uniforms people wear
for their employment.
In mathÕs we have been using
number lines and objects for
add one more. We also
explored repeating patterns
with real life objects.
In literacy we have been
exploring following
instructions on how to grow
seeds and bulbs.
Maple class really enjoyed
working on their kitchen
skills and have made some
lovely recipes.
Hope you have a lovely
Easter and letÕs hope the
weather is good.

We have had a busy half term in Seal class we have
got so much learning done. The children are really
starting to take some responsibility for their
learning. It is lovely to see them following routines
and becoming more independent. Our Topic for this
half term has been ‘How many colours in a rainbow?Õ;
we have been describing lots of objects using these
colours and also creating pictures with them.
This term in cooking we have been exploring food that is fresh and
food than is tinned. We have made rainbow biscuits and a fruit
salad. We have also been practicing washing utensils
and putting them away again in their correct place.
In Literacy we have been making sentences to
describe pictures using colours nouns and adjectives
E.g. The big, red balloon. We have started our new
phonics program and the children love having the
opportunity to write our sound of the day using the new phonic
phrase s = swerve around the snake
In Maths we have been using tape measures to see
if items are longer or shorter, we have been
weighing items to see which ones are heavier and lighter and we
have been solving problems showing resilience.
In P.E we have been concentrating on moving in
different way on the floor and also on
equipment. We even made an obstacle course in
the hall.
As our topic is all about rainbows and colour in
Art we have been experimenting with colour.
The children have been drawing pictures using
their favorite colours.
In forest school we have been learning about
things that are dangerous and things that are safe. We were
very safe when we practiced using the
trowels so we were ready when we planted
our beans.
This half term also saw us celebrating World
Book Day and Red Nose Day. We loved going
to the hall to listen to a story, 6th form made
the best hot chocolate and gave us lots
(maybe too many) biscuits.
Seal Class would like to Thank Anita too for
our lovely new playground. WE LOVE IT!!

This half term we have really enjoyed our, “How Many
Colours in a Rainbow?” topic. We have been working super
hard on creating our own poem linked to
the story, The Mixed-Up Chameleon. We
have created our own mixed-up
chameleon and then used our phonic
skills to label the different body parts.
Mole class have worked on
their balancing and
performing skills in
gymnastics. Moles have
done an incredible job at
overcoming their fears
when balancing at height and climbing over
super tricky
obstacles.
We have also
worked with DJ Rob from DARTs
to develop our DJ skills. We have
made our own recordings and
music and even had the
opportunity to have a go on ‘realÕ
DJ decks!
We hope you have a fantastic
Easter break!

In Oak class this term we have been working on the garden

area as part of our ASDAN
project. We have worked in
groups, one group have cleared the
patio area of weeds and measured
weed control material, putting it
down in the gaps of the patio and
then added stones. Another group
have cleaned and sanded down a
bench and then painted it grey.
Finally, a group have cleaned and
sanded down the water feature
and painted it pink. In each team we
have worked on deciding what to do with
the garden and picking the materials
online that we need. As part of our
careers work pupils have been visiting
the kitchen in school to do a trial work
placement, which everyone has really
enjoyed.
Everyone has worked on
completing an application form to do a
work placement in the school kitchen.
We also have had
the opportunity to
visit a careers
fayre at the Race
Course.

This half term we have
thoroughly enjoyed taking
part in song writing sessions
at Higher Rhythm in
Doncaster College. We
wrote, rehearsed and
recorded
our own song which will soon
be available on Spotify!
The students travelled there
and back on the public bus
and were incredible at
behaving sensibly on the
public transport.
WeÕve worked incredibly
hard on our life skills, using
money and working out change. WeÕve used our
knowledge of fractions to work out ‘saleÕ item
costs and developed our numerical fluency.

This half term our topic has been
‘How many colours in a rainbow?Õ We
have really enjoyed our class story,
the mixed up Chameleon! We have
done so many exciting activities based
around our work, we even created our
own mixed up chameleons! It has been
great to see the
amazing writing
that has come out
of this topic.
This half term we have really
enjoyed music and using different
instruments and
focusing on
different dynamics
and tempos! We
have loved having Rachel Downs in our
class doing sing and sign every week,
itÕs one of our favorite sessions.
We have LOVED the new sensory
playground too - itÕs one of our new
favorite places.
Have a lovely half term

Beaver Class have had
another busy half term!
We have been thinking about
Colours Of The Rainbow.
As well as singing the
Rainbow Song, we grew our
own rainbow during British
Science Week! Noah grew

the longest!
We have been thinking about different adjectives to describe
different things! Tristan used the word “huge” to
describe a dinosaur! Cayden used the word “smelly” to
describe some socks!
In math's we have created or copied patterns
using different colours, shapes, bears and
even frogs! Some of us made special bracelets
or necklaces by threading too.
We have been exploring numbers and
matching numbers to different objects. We counted in tens
and some of us used tens and ones to make 2-digit numbers!
We had a birthday party for Mr. Atkins and we had to use
numicon to show how old he is!
In independence sessions we have been thinking about
where food comes from before it gets
to the shop. We found out that potatoes
grow in the ground and milk
comes from a cow!
In PE we have been doing gymnastics and we have been making
different shapes with our bodies as well as balancing on equipment! We got better and better
each week!

We have had a fantastic half term.
The pupils have done some amazing
work around plants and instructions in
Science and English. They have looked
at what information is needed for
Instructions,
followed some
instructions and
then made their
own.
During PE the pupils have followed dance moves using an interactive board and have made
their own moves to a song which
they have put into a sequence.
In cookery the pupils have made
several different items, pastry
free quiche, apple crumble,
cottage pie and cakes. During
these lessons they have
developed their skills for using equipment e.g. peeler,
knives and graters.
We have participated in several extracurricular days
Careers week, Red Nose
Day, Science week and next
week the Easter Fayre.
During these days the
pupils have
had lots of
fun and
enjoyed the
activities.

How Many Colours in a Rainbow?... We have loved this colourful theme!
First stop was to dress our classroom up in colours. The reading area
sofa now has an, already well-loved, stripy
fluffy blanket on it. The wall display has multicoloured spin-paintings, photos of colour dissolve experiments, using Skittles sweets and
photos of foaming coloured Emotions Monsters
on it.
We have learnt more about our emotions, including Happy, Sad, Angry and Calm. ‘The Colour MonsterÕ is an excellent childrenÕs book
which explores these emotions. In Deer class we
did sensory activities to explore these emotions
(making faces with coloured playdough, sorting
coloured pompoms and making foaming colour
monsters).
In Science Week we grew our own bean sprouts.
These green mung beans, sprouted into bright
green beans with white sprout tails. After
watering them and caring for them for one
week the students were happy to stir them
into their very colourful stir-fry. This gave
us a chance to use our peeling, grating and
chopping skills again!
Writing and mark making lessons in Deer class
have progressed noticeably. Students are now
much more proficient in using the interactive white board to write and
the fine black sand has been very well received; novelty is very
appealing for Deer class students!
Finally, our rhyming Sensory Story, ‘DonÕt
Forget the BaconÕ, has included even more
Maths opportunities from balancing chairs to
counting clothes pegs.

Squirrels have had a great time this half term!
WeÕve learned all about different shapes and
their properties in math, as
well as figuring out different
ways in which we can solve
various different math
problems. In English, weÕve had
a lot of fun learning about
rhyming words, and weÕve read many different
poems that have really made us laugh. One of
our favorites was ‘The Spot on My BumÕ by Jez Walsh, but we also
really enjoyed the classic ‘JabberwockyÕ by Lewis
Carroll. We did some whole class
performances, and some pupils even
felt confident enough to have a
performance filmed. In cookery
thereÕs been lots of work on
independence skills, and the class are
really taking ownership of what they
are doing in the kitchen. The Squirrels have also had a
lot of fun using the climbing wall, and when an official
photographer came in to take
photos to update the school
website, it was Squirrel Class
that went down to pose on the
wall! Finally, one of the best
achievements weÕve had with
Squirrels is the progress they
have made in music lessons. They have been
practicing playing different beats and rhythms on drums, and theyÕve
started to use xylophones properly and reading musical letters to play
simple songs!

