Summer Half Term 2022
We have come to the end of another fun-action packed half term, and I am
sure you will agree that the fantastic class pages show that pupils at North Ridge
have lots of exciting learning experiences.
We like to celebrate achievements every day at North Ridge with our class
rewards, and at the end of each school half term, we have a Headteacher
Awards.
Teachers nominate pupils who have made excellent progress and achievement.
This half term certificates have been presented to: Harlo in Hedgehog Class,
Michal in Rabbit Class, Harry in Eagle Class, Charlie in Seal Class, Owen in Beaver
Class, Jenson in Fox Class, Jay in Mole Class, Summer in Squirrel Class, Harmony in
Otter Class, Cody in Owl Class, Tim in Deer Class, Lewis in Oak Class, Harrison in
Maple Class and finally Lacey in The Bridge Class.

As you will have seen on seesaw a parent, Mr Parks, organised a charity rugby
match with proceeds being donated to school. We want to give a huge thank
you to Mr Parks for this and over £2K was raised (WOW) which is to be donated to
the school, we will work with Mr Parks to ensure the donation is spent with purpose and benefits the pupils are NRCS.
It has been fabulous to see so many parents in school for the Coffee and Climb
and Phonics sessions; we are working together to put on more events to support
and engage parents in the school community. I have to give a big shout out to
Lynda for the organisation of the events. Without her, they would not be as
successful as they have been.

Upcoming summer events for parents in June and July include a summer fayre,
sports day.
I have been Acting Head of school for a whole half term now, and I want to
thank all Parents/Carers, staff and pupils for their amazing support in ensuring
North Ridge continues on its school improvement journey.
Have a well-earned break and continue to stay safe.
Sam

Hedgehog Class have had an amazing
half term.
This half term we
have been learning
about people who
help us; our teacher
and teaching
assistant in Hedgehog Class, police
officer and doctors.
We have been listening to the story; Percy the Park
Keeper- After the storm, introducing and exploring
mini beasts and developed our understanding of
danger and being safe in relation to our topic ‘Park
Rangers’.
We have been learning how to chop ingredients and
making some delicious fruit ice lollies, dips and pizzas.
During this half term we had ‘National Independence
Day’ Hedgehog developed their independence skills
through, brushing their teeth, making a sandwich and
going to a role play shop.
The Hedgehog Class

This half term we have been
looking at mini beasts and have
enjoyed going into the forest
area, lifting up logs to see what
we could find. We have had
fun in art making caterpillars,
ladybirds and butterflies. During
our life skills sessions we have
been using different kitchen
appliances including the
microwave to make scrambled
egg, the toaster and tin
opener. We had a day
focusing on independence
and had a great time making
sandwiches, going to a shop
and having a go at brushing
our teeth. We
ended the day
having a picnic
together
eating what we
had made and
bought from the
shop.

This half term we have done
lots of great work. We have
been working on our
independence and life skills
by making a range of
different snacks. We made,
Ice lollies, Moktails and
Milkshakes.
In Literacy we have been doing
some great work in our phonics
sessions and practicing our pencil
and line control. We have also
enjoyed our class story ‘Percy the
park keeper, After the storm’.
This half term we also had the
opportunity to celebrate
‘National Independence Day’.
We made our own sandwiches,
brushed out teeth and went to a
role play shop.
Thank you for a great first half
term Rabbit Class.

This half term
we have
been ‘Park
Rangers!’ We
have been
learning
about
minibeasts
and the
different
habitats they live in. In Math's we
have been looking at 2D and 3D shapes, we can
label squares, cylinder, triangles and cubes. In literacy
we have been labeling the different parts of a mini
beasts, making marks to represent symbols. This half
term in cooking we have been looking at the different
meals we can make using a
grater. In P.E we have been
learning to work together as a
team and wait
our turn.
We hope you
have a great
half term!

This half term we have been ‘Park
Rangers!’ We have been learning
about dinosaurs and have created
our own fossils. We even had a go
at making our own dinosaur eggs.
The best part
was blowing up
the balloons and
then popping them! We also
developed our own
independence skills, by learning
how to make our bed, peg
washing out and also setting the
table ready for dinner time. We
have had some outstanding
pieces of writing this half term. We created our own
story setting for Harry and his bucket of dinosaurs to
visit.
We hope you have a fantastic half term break!

This half term our topic has been
'Park Rangers' We have decided to
focus on Jurassic
Park and Dinosaurs!
We have enjoyed
reading our class
story and doing
work based around
that! We have even
made our own
Dinosaur eggs and
dug up the fossils we made! We enjoyed
Independence day in school and learnt lots of new
skills including, how to set a table, hanging the
washing out and making a bed!
Have a lovely half term!!
Fox Class

In phonics sessions we have been learning to sound
out words and read some incredibly Harder To Read
and Spell words too!
We have been exploring both flat and solid shapes
and looking at some of their properties.
We have also been doing a lot of
activities with coins such as
sorting and matching.
We used some of the solid shapes to
create dinosaurs (using boxes) and we
also created our
own dinosaur eggs using
papier mache. Most of us
enjoyed popping the balloons
once they had dried. We also
made baby dinosaurs to go
Inside the eggs too.
In PE we have been practicing
different cricket skills, and we
were all fantastic hitting the ball with a bat!
We also received a letter from The
Queen asking if we could make her
some special things for a picnic
which we then made in our
independence sessions. We are sure
she will love the cheese scones and
jam sandwiches!

Our topic this half term was Enchanted Woodland,
and we decided to use the Roald
Dahl book, Billy and
the Minpins as our
topic story. The
Squirrels have really
enjoyed using their
imagination to
create the creatures from the book.
We’ve been doing lots of work
outside this half term! We have
practiced our photography skills, experimenting with
different techniques, and taking photos of miniature
Henry Moore sculptures. We’ve also
been preparing a section of the
Outdoor Learning area to turn into
a Peace and
Memorial Garden.
It will be lovely to
have a space to
remember pupils
and staff who
have sadly
passed over the years.

This half term we have used our
topic of ‘Park Rangers’ to become
bug experts! First we looked at
some great videos, then used
magnifying glasses and nets to
inspect real creatures. We painted
stones as ladybirds and spiders.
We also had fun with
caterpillars both in our sensory
story ‘Caterpillar Shoes’ and in
Art; where we threaded pasta
and bead caterpillars.
Math's has been especially
good as our students have loved using the painted
and plain stones; these have been satisfying sensory
counting objects for numeral quantity correlation.
New life skills learnt includes cracking eggs and using
microwaves in cooking plus
making up a bed in our
Independence
Day.
We hope you
have a great
half term!

In English we have been looking at
Encanto, labeling pictures, describing
characters, making predictions and
learning a new song.
In Math’s we have completed simple
addition using real life objects and
objects within the classroom. We have
also used these objects to sequence by size.
We have been improving our
sensory garden, the pupils
planted seeds and learnt
what they need to grow.
The pupils have
played Quick
Cricket in PE, they practiced throwing
the ball, standing correctly, hitting the
ball and have really enjoyed it.
For independence Day, pupils were
taught different skills to increase their
own
independence from making a
bed, putting sheet, duvet and pillow case on. The
pupils role-played being waiters, setting a table for
the customer. During the cleaning
activity we used a vacuum, duster and
washed the pots. We tried sorting
washing into darks, colours and whites.
We used the washing machine and
pegged the washing on the line to dry.

In Otters class this half term
we have been reading the
Tempest. We have written
our own versions of the
scripts and acted out
scenes from the play.
We’ve thoroughly enjoyed
doing this and took it in
turns to be a director!
We’ve also been working really hard on our
understanding of money, adding amounts, working
out change and developing our understanding of
budgeting. We’ve practiced our skills by visiting the
Bridge café and the shop at Kingswood.
Have a lovely half term Otter Class

This half term Oak Class have been
focusing on the book, Charlie and
the Chocolate Factory. We have
designed Golden tickets and used
adjectives to describe the settings
and characters. We have been out
in the local area practicing crossing
roads and recognising signs. We
have also gone shopping to buy
ingredients to make healthy
meals. We focused on using our
coin recognition skills to pay for
items in order to develop our
Independent
living skills. As
part of
careers, we participated in mock
interviews and completed
applications forms. We learnt
about what to
wear for an
interview and the
types of questions
you may get
asked.
We hope you have a lovely half term
holiday and enjoy the Jubilee

In Maple Class this half term we
have started a new enterprise
within the school. We have been
out in the community and
purchased the ingredients to make
Jacket potatoes which the staff
have purchased from us. We also
made homemade coleslaw,
and grated cheese and
cooked the beans. We have
received excellent feedback
and the students have built on
their life skills.
In math’s, we have been
paying for items we purchase
and identifying some coins.
In literacy, we have explored the Story and Film of
Willy Wonka and the chocolate factory. We have
made the golden tickets, designed our own
chocolate bar and enjoyed using
the chocolate fountain.
Maple class are getting back out
into the
community
and have built
on their
communication skills while doing
so.

At The Bridge students have been continuing to
develop their independent living skills. These skills are
important because they help in
preparation for leaving school,
getting a job and possibly living
on their own.
At lunch times students serve
their own food, wash and put
away their own dishes and
cutlery.
We have a small kitchen where
students can make themselves a
hot drink or a toasted snack.
All students take great pride in
keeping their environment tidy
such as hoovering the common
room and keeping the dining
area clean.
When out and about in the
community students are using
public transport, choosing and
paying for their
own items in
shops and
ordering food and drinks in cafes
and restaurants with a greater level
of confidence.

This half term, pupils
from otters, Owls and
Squirrels visited
Kingswood for a 2 night
residential!
We took part in a
range of activities including
fencing, archery,
high ropes, zip lining and
environmental art.
Pupils pushed themselves
outside of their comfort
zones and had an Incredible time. They
were so encouraging to each other when
things got tricky and they were a credit to
themselves and the school. Students had
late night camp fires, team challenges
and worked with a range of their peers to complete
tasks. I’m so proud of how the pupils
conducted themselves
Have a lovely Half
Term

We had a great response this term to our themed coffee mornings.
Due to the high demand of both, we are going to be doing the
Coffee and Climb and Phonics workshops again next term so if you
missed out there will still be a chance to enjoy both events. I will also be sending out questionnaires soon to ask what future workshops you would like school put on, but for now a big Thank you for
all your continued support
We had over 17 parents attend the coffee and climbing wall
event.
Feedback from Parents:
“I

cannot believe my child just did
that!”
“What an achievement”
“When is the next one”
Phonics Workshop

Mel gave parents a great insight into the phonics scheme that all
pupils in school are doing. The workshop was a great success, with
lots of participation and enthusiasm and of course fun. For more
information on how to support your child with phonics see our
website
Feedback from Parents:
“Informative, I always wondered
how to teach my non-verbal son
phonics”
“Sessions like this are very important for us as parents to support our
child at home “
“Mel was great when is the next workshop? “

North Ridge ‘Cake Bake-Off.’
I’m sure you will all agree the pupils (and Staff) have
done amazing with this year
‘Cake bake-off’

Congratulations to the Winners

Hedgehog
Class

Fox Class

Owl Class

On Friday 20th May Jak
Parkes organized a charity
rugby match with
proceeds being donated
to school. We would like to
thank Jak. We was over
whelmed with the amount
of support that was shown
on the evening of the
event. The Charity event
raised an outstanding £2000. We would like to
thank both, Thorne Select XV and Jigsaws Rugby
team.
Along with the fundraising, we was kindly presented
with a Jigsaws
Ruby Shirt which
will be placed
up within school,
along with the
team shirt from
Thorne Select
XV.
Thank you

