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07th September 2022 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Re: Welcome Back 
 
I hope you’ve had a happy and healthy summer.  I found myself welcoming staff back to the 
words of Socrates: 

 
“The secret of 

CHANGE 
is to focus all of your energy not on 

fighting the old, but 
on building the new” 

 
As we formally welcomed Sam MacDonald and Jade Soler Alcaraz to the new, and their first, 
full academic year as substantive Head of School and Deputy Headteacher.   I’m delighted to 
be working with both Sam and Jade, and I know you’ll join me in wishing them every success 
for this year and beyond. 
 
I also want to thank Chris Evans for all his hard work at North Ridge.  As you know, Chris took 
a secondment opportunity to work at another school within the Trust.  However, this became 
a permanent post and Chris is now the substantive Head of School at Fountaindale – we wish 
him well and good luck in his new role.   
 
Similarly, we’re delighted to welcome Danielle Scott and Hannah Lovitt to the roles of Phase 
Leaders, at North Ridge; we wish them luck as they transition into these middle leadership 
posts.   
 
I’d now like to hand you over to Sam who will provide you with some further updates. 
 
Take care Everyone and I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible this year. 
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On behalf of everyone at North Ridge, I want to communicate a warm welcome back after 

the summer break. We hope you had a happy and safe holiday. We would like to welcome all 

of our new pupils and families, we hope they all settle into school life and enjoy their time at 

North Ridge Community School. We would like to share some of the achievements and 

updates from the last academic year.  

We have had an incredible year (2021-2022) and saw many developments in our school. 

Pupils were their usual superstars and made fantastic progress both socially and academically. 

Class groups and departments had a range of fantastic opportunities in school and in the local 

community. Huge successes were the Kingswood and Duke of Edinburgh residentials, which 

so many of our young people enjoyed.  

We saw the completion of our primary sensory playground, which was a huge hit with our 

primary pupils. Also, the climbing wall was been another huge hit in school, it was fantastic 

to see our pupils enjoy this, and so many parents, during the coffee and climb mornings.  

At the end of the school year, we said goodbye to a few staff members: Rachel Wilson, Zoe 

Clegg, Chloe Craven, Jess Grant and Abigail Sanderson, who are going onto pastures new. 

We want to thank them for their hard work and dedication and wish them well in their new 

roles. 

A special goodbye went to Diane Reid, who retired in the summer. Diane had worked at North 

Ridge Community School since it opened, providing vital administrative support, and we want 

to thank her for her continued hard work and dedication. We wish her a fantastic retirement.  

We now say hello to a number of new staff: Amy hailstone and Symone Holmes join us as 

class teachers, Dawn Heneghan as our outreach teacher and Tracey Keeton joins us as the 

receptionist.  

We are excited to start the new year with the continued partnership with parents/carers and 

we look forward to continuing to work together to ensure the best possible education for all 

the pupils at North Ridge.  

 

 

 

Sam MacDonald 
Head of School  

 

 


