
     

 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

How time flies, here we are at the end of the first term, and 
nearing the end of another year!  I have to say itÕs great to have 

reached this point without the threat of a lockdown or otherwise!  
 

I hope you enjoy reading this Newsletter, as much as I did – itÕs 
testament to ‘life as normalÕ at North Ridge and a credit to the 

hard work, fun and learning that teachers and support staff have 
facilitated this term. 

 

As always our children and young people never cease to amaze us 
and, without doubt, are the essence of who we are and what we do. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your families 
a very happy and healthy Christmas.  

 

Sending best wishes for the New Year. 
Kindest regards,  

Lisa. 
 

 

Christmas Term 2022 



     

 

 

Hedgehog Class have been working super hard this half 
term. 

 

As part of our topic ‘Celebrations’ we have been reading 
‘Little Glow’ and ‘Little Owl and the Star’, exploring and 

learning all about lots of different celebrations and       
festivals such as Bonfire night, Diwali and Christmas. 

 
 
 
 
 

We have used this inspiration to make some amazing 
firework pictures using bright coloured paints and        

different techniques such as painting with pipe cleaners.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The pupils have enjoyed investigating different light 
sources and using torches in different dark spaces. 

 
  



     

 

 

Eagle Class have had a fantastic half term. 

Our ‘Wow’ moments have been during our phonics     
sessions when we have been listening to different sounds 
and trying to follow a beat by clapping or using musical 
instruments. We have also been working on syllables; 
tapping out our names, animal names and words from 

our Christmas story. We have been really impressed with 
the progress everyone has made.  

In Science we have been looking at different light sources 
and have had a great time in the sensory room working 
out what the different switches turn on. We also had a 
brilliant time experiencing the different lights on Diwali 
Day and loved making patterns with the coloured rice. 

In Life Skills we have been focusing on the skill of    
pouring by making different drinks; the Ice-cream Sodas 

went down very well! 

In P.E. we have been working on our ball skills and in Art 
we have been manipulating dough in different ways. 



     

 

 
 

Rabbit class have worked exceptionally hard this term, 
we have had some amazing WOW moments that we are 

really proud of.  
 

We have really enjoyed working on our name writing,    
using different types of media and strengthened our fine 
motor skills. We have used playdough and clay to assist 
with our learning of key words: Press, Roll, Pinch and 

Pull. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Throughout this term we have spent time learning about 
different celebrations such as Bonfire night, Christmas 
and Hanukkah. We have used our topic books ’Little 

Glow’ and ’Little Owl and the Christmas star’ to help us 
with this and focused our drawings and activities around 

this theme.    

 



 
 
 

 

This term we have developed our skills by working on 
our coordination and our ability to mix and pour      
liquids. We have used existing key strengths to        

improve in this area. We have spent time making     
different drinks, looking at how these are made, the   

ingredients and measures. 
 

We went on an exploration walk around 
school, observing job roles and             

understanding where people who are    
important to us work, expanding our 
knowledge of roles within the school    

setting outside of our classroom. 
 

Through out this term we 
have been working really 

hard on our writing skills. We 
are super excited to use these 

skills to write in our     
Christmas cards. 

 

We have also been working really hard on taking turns  
with games and really enjoyed drawing around our 

class friends to create a silhouette. We have used these 
as guides to enable us 

to work on our       
recognition and label 

our body parts. 

 

 

 



     

 

 

Mole Class have been working extremely hard this half 
term. 

 

As part of our topic ‘On the farm’ we have been reading 
‘By the Light of the Harvest moon’ and have been         

exploring different signs of Autumn. We have done lots of     
science experiments, where we have mixed ingredients 

together to make pumpkins explode as 
well as making our own firework jars. 

  
We are extremely proud of all the pupils in 
Mole Class, especially when we went to the 

Lion’s Christmas party. Pupils all used 
lovely manners and some were super     
excited to join in with the 

dancing and were very patient 
when queuing up to see   

Santa. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We hope you have a lovely Christmas break!  



 

 

 

Fox class have had a great half term with our topic On 
The Farm! We have enjoyed lots of work around our class 
book and have done some amazing reading and writing!  

 

We have been working hard to share and take turns in 
our class, as well as enjoying being friends with each 

other. 

 

We have loved the run up to Christmas including our 
Christmas dinner, our party, our trip to Playpit and the       

Christmas Fayre! ÿ  

 

Have a great 2 week 
break! 

     

 

 

 



 

 
 

This term we have been working on independence and 
following instructions. We have also worked really hard 
on sharing and waiting our turn. The adults in Beaver 

class are so impressed with how well we have done.  
 

In P.E. this term we have focused on fundamental     
movement skills, we have used our amazing listening 
skills and developed our balance, co-ordination and   

agility.  
 

We have loved some of the events this half term; for     
Diwali we made clay tea light holders and had our very 

own festival of lights in the sensory room.  
 

In our math lessons we have developed our vocabulary 
for exploring measure and shown some amazing problem 

solving skills! 



     

 

We have had A LOT of WOW 
moments in Squirrel Class. 

We have been looking at  
different celebrations       

including Eid, Diwali and 
Hanukkah and their festivals of light. We have copied 
dance moves for each celebration and thought about 

what we could do to make our dances better! 
 

We have followed some tricky instructions in English to 
make special Eid biscuits and some Diwali 

treats! We found out that in all the        
different festivals presents are given to 
others, like gifts some of us will give at 

Christmas!  
 

In Phonics ALL OF US can make the     
corresponding phonemes to 

the graphemes in Phase 2 of Essential     
Letters & Sounds. Some of us now know 

Phase 3 sounds and have moved onto 
Phase 4!! All of us enjoyed reading everyday 

too!  

In science we explored shadows and light 
and followed instructions to create our own 

shadow puppets including a ghost, a lion, Gandalf, a 
tank and even a birthday cake. Some of us investigated 

how we can make shadows bigger and smaller too!  



 
 
 
 

Recently Deer class achieved a very big ‘Wow’ event; we 
moved to our new classroom. This room is bigger with 

plenty of space for us to be comfortable in. It also has a 
sink which makes it so much easier to get cleaned up   

after sessions like Art, hand massage and English writing 
with sensory materials. 

 

Students 
have made friends and gelled as a class unit. We are all 

excited about our Deer Class trip to see the Sleeping 
Beauty pantomime at CAST theatre.  

 

There have been ‘Wows’ in lots of lessons; 
some highlights have included leaps in 

handwriting skills and the use of arms to do  
Robot Hands in phonics. We have had some 

fantastic work following instructions, to   enable students 
to work with more independence in      cooking. 

Our dance routine using our parachute plus other props 
has impressed us all; each week we have added another 

set of props and movement.  



 

 

 

In Owl Class we have been following, giving and  

sequencing instructions! The grown-ups have been so 
pleased with how well we have followed them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During this term we have enjoyed participating in our 
Dance theme for P.E. We have been making different 

moves to accompany a Diwali song. We have evaluated 
our own dance moves and made alterations to improve 

them. We have loved showing our individual moves to the 
class and the class copying them.  

This half term we have also been looking at different 
sources of light. We enjoyed using torches and our hands 

to make different shadows on the wall but especially 
loved other people guessing what they are! 

 

 



     

 

 
 

In Otter Class we been working extremely hard this half 
term in various subjects.  

As part of our topic ‘Let’s get festive’ we have been      
looking at different festivals and celebrations, from    

Bonfire night to Diwali. We have really enjoyed learning 
about Diwali dancing so much that we made our own  

Diwali dance. 

  

 

 

 

 

We did really well in the Travel Training session we    
completed, expanding our knowledge of road safety and 

learning how to be safe when crossing the road. We   
practiced our directions, discussed dangers of the road 

and utilised the school crossings to practice our learning. 

 

 



     

 

 
 

In English this term we have been reading the book ‘Bad 
Beginnings’ by Lemony Snicket.  Pupils have discussed 

the characters and made predictions about the plot, 
some excellent ideas from Lewis and Simran.                

 

We have had a visitor in from the Department for Work 
and Pensions and all pupils have created a CV and taken 
part in careers activities thinking about the types of jobs 

they would like to do. 
 

As part of our healthy life style ASDAN project, we have 
been taking part in sports such as cricket and hockey.  

Pupils have taken part in circuit training and have 
looked at implementing their own ideas to create a     

personalised circuit training programme. 



     

 

 

This term in Maple Class, we have been focusing on 
learning all about ourselves including what we are good 

at and what skills we have to offer. There are lots of skills 
that we have that we didn’t even realise we have! 

 

The students have run a mini enterprise by making and 
selling Christmas Wreaths. Students have been helping 
to forage for foliage and to then attach these with wire to 
the wreath rings. The wreaths were then sold, with the 

funds going back into the sixth form. 
 

We have worked well as a team in cooking, 
making and serving simple snacks and hot 
drinks to others and in P.E, we have been 

practicing our communication skills. 
 

Maple Class students have also undertaken 
some personal safety training to show more 
awareness of who and what is happening around them. 

 



     

 
 

 

Students at The Bridge have had a fantastic term. They 
took part in a Princes Trust enrichment activity to    

Kingswood Activity Centre. 

Pupils took on some fantastic challenges and showed 
amazing resilience and bravery.  

 

 

On Tuesday 6th December all students at The Bridge,   
including those from the other 3 schools who attend The 

Bridge, took part in an enrichment activity, either    
bowling or swimming followed by a communal lunch at 

The Cheswolds. 

All pupils were amazingly behaved and were a positive 
beacon for the Nexus Trust! 



     

 

 

Well done to the Gold DofE students who took part in 
their assessed expedition at Skipton in North Yorkshire.  

 

 

 

 

 

They braved the chilly nights and slept under the stars, 
whilst walking for up to 10 miles each day. Whilst    

walking the group also completed a field study about the 
locks and lakes in and around Skipton.  

 

Their DofE journey from bronze to gold has been quite an 
adventure, they truly are an amazing group of young 

people. 



     

 
 

 We have been incredibly humbled by support from    
parents and carers this half term. It is always a pleasure 
to invite you in to school for events, your attendance and 

generosity speaks volumes in your support for us at 
NRCS. 

 

In September we hosted Macmillan Coffee morning, with 
your help and contributions, together we raised an       

incredible £337.45 for this wonderful Charity. 

 

 

 

 

 

During November we participated in fundraising for   
Children in Need, raising an amazing £191.91.            

The pupils came in non-uniform and bought buns from 
the cake stall. They learned about the charity, what the 

day is for and how the money raised helps others. 
 

 

 



     

 
 

We started our school Christmas celebrations with our 
annual Christmas Fayre. We had a brilliant response 
with an amazing 73 parents and carers coming into 
school, helping us to raise a spectacular £530.50. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our pupils really enjoy participating in these events, 
from buying items for the stalls to helping sell items.      

It helps them to build their confidence and improve their 
communication skills. Our children also learn about   

personal responsibility and are able practice their Math 
and financial skills. 

 

Thankyou for your ongoing kindness and support. 



     

 

 

After lots of practicing and preparation, we were very   
excited to adorn our sparkly outfits and head to the 
Frenchgate Centre in Doncaster. The pupils had a      

fabulous time singing much to the delight of the cities 
shoppers. 

Our children sang so loudly and beautifully, even Santa 
came to watch them, making our visit just a little more 

special. 

Thanks to the generosity of our spectators we raised a 
massive £292.67 towards the school fund. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As always we are extremely grateful to our parents and 
the local community for supporting our school and our 
children. Extra Thanks to Parents/carers and escorts 
who supported the children by going to watch them  

perform, we hope you enjoyed it as much as the children. 

 

  



Dear Parents/Carers  

We have come to the end of another fun packed term and it really 
is great to share all of our news with you. School has been full of 

fun, laughter and pupils enjoying their learning and Christmas 
events.  

We have had lots of events and trips that have taken place across 
the school, as you can see from the lovely photos. I’d like to share 
what a credit the children and young people have been to school 
and yourselves whilst out and about in the community. There will 

be lots more opportunities throughout the year to continue to    
apply their learning into the community.  

Over the past few weeks we have enjoyed lots of Christmas          
activities, from our secondary pupil choir in the Frenchgate centre, 

to a delicious Christmas Lunch, Christmas arts and crafts, carol 
singing and the amazing showcasing of our fabulous Christmas                

production! Pupils at North Ridge needs always come first and a 
Covid keep was a virtual production which helps reduced pupils 
anxiety and stress at an already heightened time of year. Please 

see the link you have been sent to view the production. I’d like to 
say a huge well done to all our school community for making this 
possible and I’m sure you will be as proud as I am in watching the 

video.  

Finally I want to thank the full school community for the continued 
support to ensure North Ridge are always working towards our 

REACH values to ensure we can be the best we can be. 

Have a well-deserved Christmas break , 

Merry Christmas, 
Sam. 

 


