
  

 

  

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Maths and Cognition  

Number 

We continue to use tactile items for number tasks. For 

example - counting paper cases into baking trays in 

our celebration cooking. We are now building on 

understanding of, ‘What comes next?’ (Numbers 1-10). 

SSM 

We will focus on noticing difference in size and 

through our theme My Busy Body we will sort items 

(maybe even fake bones) into groups of Long and 

Short. Our giant ruler will come in handy again and 

this term, students will be looking at the number 

markings on the ruler. 

Using and Applying 

Understanding quantity and value of number will be 

embedded in all lessons; and as before especially in our 

cooking lessons. We will count out items while 

following our healthy food recipes (patterns of fruit 

chunks on fruit cocktail kebabs and various vegetables 

in healthy soups). 

English and Communication 

‘The Body Book’ by Hannah Alice is one of the books 

which we will use in English this half term. We will be 

using it to find out answers to some of our How, Why 

and What questions. What happens to our food once 

we swallow it? IN Phonics we are working on learning 

a new phoneme per week (Phase 2 Essential Letters 

and Sounds). Makaton signing and writing skills are 

also developing.   

Writing: In our new classroom we have even more 

space so we will use worktop height surfaces for 

students who work better standing plus we have more 

space for our new light up glass writing board.  

Reading: We will continue to have regular 1:1 reading 

sessions using the Oxford Owl decodable picture 

books. In Phonics lessons some of our students are 

beginning to be able to read three letter words using 

graphemes learnt so far. We continue to match objects 

to photos, pictures in books and symbols to 

symbolised stories. We also follow our symbolised 

visual daily timetable. 

Message from Kirsty  

Welcome back! I hope you’ve had a happy, peaceful 

and fun Christmas break. 

Our class staff team is made up of: Kirsty, Chris, 

Charlotte, Tom, Heidi and Sue & Hannah (who job 

share). 

Our PE Lessons are on Mondays, Art is on Wednesdays, 

Cooking is on Thursdays, Forest School and Science are 

on Fridays.  

 

In Deer Class Sensory materials are frequently 

interwoven into lessons plus there are also regular 

sensory breaks.  

Learning is always personalised to each student’s 

interests and needs. 

Friendships, Relationships & Community  

We are learning about how our bodies change as we 

grow up: baby/ toddler/ child/ adult.  

To continue developing our self-esteem and social 

skills we hope to visit the café at The Bridge.   

We will continue to work on recognising and 

managing our emotions. We enjoy seeing videos of 

ourselves when we are enjoying an activity and when 

we are happy; watching back on proud and happy 

moments gives us opportunities to learn Makaton 

signs and symbols for various emotions. 

Creative & Enrichment 

In Art we will be learning about 3D art. We will use 

salt dough to make our own moulds to cast body 

parts (head, body, arms and legs). Next we will use 

shredded paper to make paper clay. The paper clay 

will be pressed into our moulds and finally we will be 

able to use these paper-clay limbs to join together to 

make a moveable jointed toy doll.   
 

Good Health 

In PE we will develop our balls skills; we are going to 

learn a team game called Boccia. Deer class students 

love to learn and make good progress by taking part 

in structured activities which have clear visual and 

modelled instructions. If we master Boccia then we 

could be taking part in the SEND School Games in 

February!  

Outdoor Learning/ Science 

We are learning about our bodies and what we need to 

make them work. We will focus on the digestive 

system; hot soup and warm snacks in our Forest 

School area plus make seeded lard balls for the birds 

TERM: Spring1  

Topic: My Busy Body  

Home Learning Deer class students love maths so please 

use as many opportunities as possible to do counting. In 

Autumn 2 we used a great range of tactile objects as 

counters; raw Brussel sprouts were surprisingly popular! 

One new counting and action song that we are learning 

is  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7bQu0-mZXpM 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7bQu0-mZXpM

